SB 425 -- CORONERS
SPONSOR:  Scott (Mayer)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmttee on
Crinme Prevention and Public Safety by a vote of 17 to O.

This bill nakes several changes in the | aw governi ng county
coroners and their authority to conduct death investigations.
The bill requires that when a person dies while being transferred

fromone county to another county or state and the death could be
a homi cide, suicide, accident, child fatality, or one that
occurred in an unusual or suspicious nmanner, a death

i nvestigation nust be conducted by the coroner in the county from
whi ch the person was being transferred. The bill clarifies that
when a person dies while being transferred from M ssouri to

anot her state for nmedical treatnment, the coroner in the county
fromwhich the person was transferred (the transferring county)

is responsible for investigating the death.

The bill also requires that the coroner in the county in which a
transferred person dies (the receiving county) nust obtain

aut hori zation fromthe coroner in the transferring county before
conducting an investigation. Current |aw allows both county
coroners to investigate the death.

The bill also requires that when a person dies in a nedical
facility after being transferred, that facility' s staff nust
notify the coroner in the transferring county of the death.

FlI SCAL NOTE: Cost to CGeneral Revenue Fund of Mninal in FY 2004,
FY 2005, and FY 2006.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that sonetinmes when an injured person
is transferred by helicopter or anmbul ance fromone county to

anot her (typically froma rural community to a hospital in an
urban area), the paperwork in the death investigation can get
nmuddl ed. The bill solves that problemby clearly establishing
whi ch coroner is obligated to conduct the investigation.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Scott; and M ssouri Coroners
and Medi cal Exam ners Associ ation.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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